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Cindy’s Insight

Happy New Year to you! My Christmas
season was filled with excitement with
the addition of a fourth grandchild!
Susan had a baby boy on Boxing Day.
Turn the page to see a picture of sweet
little Remy.

The beginning of the year is always a
good time to get a head start on your
financial year. Here are a few strategies
to consider:

Charitable Giving

If philanthropy is part of your plan,
consider setting a charitable donation
budget. Donating appreciated securities
in-kind to a foundation or non-profit can
be tax-efficient as you’ll receive a tax
receipt for the fair market value and
avoid paying capital gains tax on accrued
appreciation.

Maximize Your Registered Accounts

It's also a good time of year to consider
getting a head start on your RRSP
contribution (the deadline for this is
March 2, 2026), and contributing to your
2026 TFSA if you haven’t done so
already. If you have children or
grandchildren, consider making a RESP
contribution.  Contributing at least
$2,500.00 for each child’s RESP will get
you the maximum Canada Education
Savings Grant of 20% or $500.00.

Those hoping to own their first home can
consider a First Home Savings Account.
For 2026, you can contribute $8,000.00,
and up to $16,000.00 if you have carry-
forward room.

When you convert your RRSP into a RRIF
and begin withdrawals at age 65 or later,
the first $2,000.00 you take out each
year qualifies for the Pension Income Tax
Credit, which reduces the tax you owe. If
you have a pension this may qualify too.

The Portfolios

There is a good deal of uncertainty in the
world and in the markets. Canada
remains relatively stable and should
continue moving forward in areas like
trade development and  building
infrastructure, while maintaining lower
interest rates.

As countries sell off U.S. bonds, we may
see continued negative pressure on the
U.S. dollar. Typically, when a country
experiences a sell-off, it will use leverage
or gold reserves to buy back its currency
and stabilize the market. If that isn’t
possible, the currency usually weakens,
often leading to higher interest rates and
rising inflation.

Last year, | moved some assets from the
U.S. to Canada and added a Canadian
small-cap ETF that includes several
Canadian mining companies. | also added
an international ETF—no U.S. or North
American holdings—to reduce our North
American concentration while
broadening the portfolio to help lower
volatility and participate in other
economies. Our emerging market fund
performed well, and entered us into
Brazil, which was timely.

For those who own our stock accounts,
we recently rebalanced the portfolios,
which involved several sells and buys.
One addition was Capital Power Corp., an
undervalued company with an attractive
dividend. Capital Power is Canadian, with
75% of it’s business here in Canada and
25% in the U.S. When gold dropped, we
purchased a materials stock with a
Canadian company that mines in Canada
and Australia.

In volatile markets, investors using
algorithms and indexes may find this
environment unsettling.
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TFSA Contributions

It’s TFSA time again! Your
TFSA annual contribution

limit for 2026 is $7,000.00.
Accumulated TFSA room is
$109,000. Any investment income
and capital gains generated within
a TFSA are not taxable and can be

withdrawn at any time.
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Stay up to date on our news by
following our Facebook and LinkedIn.

Click the hyperlinks or copy to a webpage:

A New Arrival
We are delighted to share that Susan Bonner and her family welcomed a baby boy
on Boxing Day. Baby Remy is healthy, happy, and settling in beautifully, and Susan

I3 www.facebook.com/cindybourypwm/ is doing well too.

@Y www.linkedin.com/in/cindyboury/
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